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degree of success with which individual States weather the
economic storms of the next five to ten years. If the after-
effects of two world wars in one generation are overcome, the
existence of States as independent units may be prolonged
for a considerable period, but this will not alter the fundamental
factor that the present political system, if it may be called
such, is inadequate to meet the requirements of a united world
society. The stage is set for the performance of the greatest
political drama in history. The leading characters are the
statesmen of all nations, but the interplay of forces in the drama
are conditioned by the physical character of the stage, whether
the setting of a particular scene is located in London,
Washington or Moscow.